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ended three days later. Civil war followed in Ireland but the Irish Free Stat
approved by the British parliament on 5 December 1922,

MAHATMA GANDHI
Ahmadabad, 23 March 1922

“Non-violence is the first article of my faith’

Gandhi became leader of the Indian National Congress in 1920 and the
gress adupted his programme of Satyagraba, non-violent non-cooperation, wh
he had earlier practised in South Africa. ‘I discovered that pursuit of ru
not adwit of violence being inflicted on one's opponent,” Gandhi wrote, ‘but
he must be weaned from ervor by patience and sympathy. For what appe
truth to one may appear to be error to the other. And patience means self-suffe
S the doctrine came to mean vindication of truth, not by the infliction of s
on the opponent but on one’s self. .

Supporting the Satyagraha campaign, Gandbi travelled throughont
often speaking to meetings of more than 100,000 Indians. He was con
shadowed by the police but it was not until 1922 that he was arreste
charged with sedition for three articles in bis magazine Young India. The
trial at Abmadabad, at which Gandhbi pleaded guilty, followed.

Men's minds involuntarily turned to another great trial 1,900 ye
when Jesus stood before Pontins Pilate,” said a conteraporary Indian
Mr Gandbi's statenent was in his best form, terse and lucid, conrage
uncompromising, with just that tonch of greatness which elevates it o the
@ masterpiece. Never before was such a prisoner arvaigned before a British
of Justice. Never before were the laws of an all-powerful government 50 a4

“yet with such humility, challenged.’ _

Non-violence is the first article of my faith. It is the lastartic
faith. But I had to make my choice. I had either to submit to a
which I considered has done an irteparable hatm to my coun
incur the risk of the mad fury of my people bursting fott
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hey understood the truth from my lips. 1 know that my people have

metimes gone mad. I am deeply sorry for it; and 1 am therefore,
re, to submit not to a light penalty but to the highest penalty. I do
ot ask for mercy. I do not plead any extenuating act. 1 am here,
erefore, to invite and submit to the highest penalty that can be
flicted upon me for what in law is a deliberate crime and what
pears to me to be the highest duty of a citizen. The only course
sen to you, Mt Judge, is, as Lam just going to say in my statement,
1et to resign your post ot inflict on me the severest penalty if you
eve that the system and law you are assisting to administer ate
od for the people. I do not expect that kind of convetsion. But by
time T have finished with my statement you will, perhaps, havea
pse of what is raging within my breast to run this maddest risk
ich a sane man can rum.

udbi then read bis statement to the court.

the public in England,
that I should
slain why from a staunch loyalist and cooperator I have become
uncompromising disaffectionist and non-cooperator. To the
t too I should say why I plead guilty to the charge of promoting
Hection towards the Government established by law in India:
y public life began in 1893 in South Africa in ttoubled weathet.
iest contact with British authority in that countty was not of a
y character. 1 discovered that as a man and an Indian I had no
<. On the contrary I discovered that I had no tights as a man
use I was an Indian.
at I was not baffled. T thought that this treatment of Indians was
xcrescence upon a system that was intrinsically and mainly good.
the Government my voluntary and hearty coopetation, criticiz-
t fully where I felt it was faulty but nevet wishing its destruction.
nsequently when the existence of the Empire was threatened
99 by the Boer challenge, 1 offered my services to it, raised a
teer ambulance cotps and served at several actions that took
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place for the relief of Ladysmith. Similatly in 1906 at the time of the
Zulurevolt I raised a stretcher-bearer party and served till the end of
the ‘rebellion’. On both these occasions I teceived medals and was
even mentioned in despatches. For my wotk in South Aftica 1 was
given by Lord Hardinge a Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal. When the wa;
broke out in 1914 between England and Germany I raised a vol
teer ambulance cotps in London consisting of the then reside
Indians in London, chiefly students. Its work was acknowledged by
the authorities to be valuable. Lastly in India when a special appe
was made at the War Conference in Delhi in 1917 by Lotd Chelm
ford for recruits, I struggled at the cost of my health to raise a cot
in Kheda and the response was being made when the hostilit:
ceased and orders were received that no more recruits were wante
In all these efforts at service I was actuated by the belief that it wa
possible by such services to gain a status of full equality in th
Empire for my countrymen. .
The first shock came in the shape of the Rowlatt Act, 2 la
designed to rob the people of all real freedom. 1 felt called upo
lead an intensive agitation against it. Then followed the Punjab
rots beginning with the massacre at Jallianwala Bagh and culmina
in crawling orders, public floggings and other indesctibable humil
tions. The Punjab crime was white-washed and most culprits wr
not only unpunished but remained in setvice and some continue
draw pensions from the Indian revenue, and in some cases wy
even rewarded. I saw too that not only did the reforms not ma
change of heart, but they were only a method of further drair
India of her wealth and of prolonging her servitude. ‘
I'came reluctantly to the conclusion that the British connect
had made India more helpless than she ever was before, politic
and economically. A disarmed India has no power of resi
against any aggressor if she wanted to engage in an armed conf
with him. So much is this the case that some of our best men ¢
sider that India must take generations before she can achie
Dominion status. She has become so poor that she has little p
of resisting famines. Before the British advent, India spun and
in her millions of cottages just the supplement she needed for
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ing to her meagre agricultural resources. The cottage industry, so
tal for India’s existence, has been ruined by incredibly heartless and
inhuman processes as described by English witnesses.
 Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-statved masses of
Indians are slowly sinking to lifelessness. Little do they know that
their miserable comfort represents the brokerage they get for the
ork they do for the foreign exploiter, that the profits and the broket-
ge ate sucked from the masses. Little do they tealize that the
rovernment established by law in British India is carried on for this
xploitation of the masses. No sophistty, no jugglery in figures can
xplain away the evidence the skeletons in many villages present to
he naked eye. I have no doubt whatsoever that both England and the
own-dwellers of India will have to answet, if there is 2 God above, .
ot this crime against humanity which is perhaps unequalled in his-
ory. The law itself in this country has been used to serve the foreign
xploiter. My unbiased examination of the Punjab Martial Law cases
as led me to believe that at least ninety-five per cent of convictions
¢ wholly bad. My experience of political cases in India leads me
 the conclusion that in nine out of every ten the condemned men
ere totally innocent. Their crime consisted in love of their country.
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, justice has been denied to
s as against Huropeans in the Courts of India. This is not an
aggerated picture. It is the experience of almost every Indian who
 had anything to do with such cases. In my opinion the adminis-
ition of the law is thus prostituted consciously ot unconsciously for
e benefit of the exploiter.

The greatest misfortune is that Englishmen and their Indian asso-
es in the administration of the country do not know that they are
aged in the crime I have attempted to desctibe, I am satisfied that

y English and Indian officials honestly believe that they are

inistering one of the best systems devised in the wortld and that

a is making steady though slow progress. They do not know that
btle but effective system of terrorism and an organized display
orce on the one hand and the deptivation of all powers of retali-
n or self-defence on the other have emasculated the people and
ed in them the habit of simulation. This awful habit has added
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to the ignorance and the self-deception of the administratots. Se:
tion 124-A under which T am happily charged is perhaps the princ
among the political sections of the Indian Penal Code designed
suppress the liberty of the citizen. Affection cannot be manuf;
tured or regulated by law. If one has no affection for a person
thing one should be free to give the fullest expression to his disaffec
tion so long as he does not contemplate, promote or incite
violence. But the section under which Mr Banker and I are charge
is one under which mere promotion of disaffection is a crime. L h
studied some of the cases tried under it, and I know that some o
the most loved of India’s patriots have been convicted under i
consider it a ptivilege, thetefore, to be charged under it. I have
deavoured to give in their briefest outline the reasons for m
disaffection. I have no personal ill-will against any single administr
tor, much less can T have any disaffection towards the King’s perso;
But I hold it to be a vittue to be disaffected towards a Governme
which in its totality has done more harm to India than any previo
system. India is less manly under the British rule than she ever wi
before. Holding such a belief, I consider it to be a sin to have affe
tion for the system. And it has been a precious privilege for me
be able to wtite what I have in the various articles tendered in ¢
dence against me. : ;

In fact I believe that T have rendered a service to India and En
land by showing in non-cooperation the way out of the unnaf
state in'which both are living, In my humble opinion, non-cooperati
with evil is as much a duty as is cooperation with good. Butin the pa
non-coopetation has been deliberately exptessed in violence to
evildoer. I am endeavouring to show to my countrymen that vio
non-coopetation only multiplies evil and that as evil can only be st
tained by violence, withdrawal of support of evil requires comple
abstention from violence. Non-violence implies voluntary submi
sion to the penalty for non-cooperation with evil. I am h
therefore, to invite and submit cheerfully to the highest penalty th
can be inflicted upon me for what in law is deliberate ctime and v
appears to me to be the highest duty of a citizen. The only cours
open to you, the Judge and the Assessors, is either to resign y
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and thus dissociate yourselves from evil if you feel that the law
are called upon to administer is an evil and that in reality I am
nocent, or to inflict on me the severest penalty if you believe that
system and the law you ate assisting to administer are good for
people of this country and that my activity is therefore injurious
the public weal.

bis statement before the conrt, Gandbi was sentenced to six years’ impris-
ent and thanfked the judge for his courtesy. He was imprisoned again in
), 1933 and 1942 when ke went on bunger strike as part of his campaign
il disobedience. He eventually collaborated with the English to gain inde-
dence for India which was proclaimed twenty-five years later. A saint to many
1dus; he was assassinated in 1948.

A. J. BALFOUR
London, 21 June 1922

- A message to every land where the Jewish race is scattered’

hur Balfour (1848-1930), Conservative prime minister from 1902 to
. and Foreign Secretary in the wartime coalitions, considered the Balfonr
ration of 1917 the most worthwhile act of his long political career. Balfour
1 interested in the Jewish national movement since bis first meeting with
m Weigmann, the leader of British Zionism, in 1906. The declaration
d British support for the establishment of a Jewish national home in
tine provided that safegnards conld be reached for the rights of its non-
b communities. The declaration formed the basis for the League of Nations
date for Palestine. ‘
alfour, according to his nicce Blanche Dugdale, thought of the Zionists as
ians of a continusty of religions and racial tradition that made the unas-
slated Jew a great conservative force in world politics. He felt strongly about
iay the Jewish contribution to culture and religion had for the most part been
ed by the Christian world.
at moral indignation was never put more clearly than to the Howse of




