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FRANTZ FANON

In The Wretched of the Earth, Frantz Fanon (1925—
61), a French-trained psychiatrist and opponent of
colonial control, addressed the issue of neo-colonialism
anditsimpactupon newly independent nations. Fanon,
however, defined neo-colonialism in much broader

terms than many of his contemporaries, indicting not
only the former colonial overlords, but also many of
the new indigenous leaders who had replaced them.
The Wretched of the Farth was published in 1961,
the year of Fanon’s death.

<>> A

THE COLLABORATING CLASS IN NEO-COLONIALISM

History teaches us clearly that the battle against
colonialism does not run straight away along
the lines of nationalism. For a very long time
the native devotes his energies to ending
certain definite abuses: forced labour, corporal
punishment, inequality of salaries, limitation
of political rights, etc. This fight for democracy
against the oppression of mankind will slowly
leave the confusion of neo-liberal universalism
to emerge, sometimes laboriously, as a claim to
nationhood. It so happens that the unpreparedness
of the educated classes, the lack of practical links
between them and the mass of the people, their
laziness, and, let it be said, their cowardice at the
decisive moment of the struggle will give rise to
tragic mishaps. . . .

This traditional weakness, which is almost
congenital to the national consciousness of
underdeveloped countries, is not solely the
result of the mutilation of the colonized people
by the colonial regime. It is also the result of the
intellectual laziness of the national middle class,
of its spiritual penury, and of the profoundly
cosmopolitan mould that its mind is set in.

The national middle class which takes over
power at the end of the colonial regime is an
underdeveloped middle class. It has practically no
economic power, and in any case it is in no way
commensurate with the bourgeoisie of the mother
country which it hopes to replace. In its willful
narcissism, the national middle class is easily

convinced that it can advantageously replace
the middle class of the mother country. But that
same independence which literally drives it into a
corner will give rise within its ranks to catastrophic
reactions, and will oblige it to send out frenzied
appeals for help to the former mother country.
The university and merchant classes which make
up the most enlightened section of the new
state are in fact characterized by the smallness
of their number and their being concentrated in
the capital, and the type of activities in which
they are engaged: business, agriculture, and
the liberal professions. Neither financiers nor
industrial magnates are to be found within this
national middle class. The national bourgeoisie
of underdeveloped countries is not engaged in
production, nor in invention, nor building, nor
labour; it is completely canalized into activities
of the intermediary type. Its innermost vocation

seems to be to keep in the running and to be

part of the racket. The psychology of the national

bourgeoisie is that of the businessman, not that

of a captain of industry; and it is only too true

that the greed of the settlers and the system of
embargoes set up by colonialism has hardly left
them any other choice.

Under the colonial system, a middle class which
accumulates capital is an impossible phenomenon.
Now, precisely, it would seem that the historical
vocation of an authentic national middle class
in an underdeveloped country is to repudiate its
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own nature insofar as it is bourgeois, that is to say
insofar as it is the tool of capitalism, and to make
itself the willing slave of that revolutionary capital
which is the people.

In an underdeveloped country an authentic
national middle class ought to consider as its
pounden duty to betray the calling fate has
marked out for it, and to put itself to school
with the people; in other words to put at the
people’s disposal the intellectual and technical
capital that it has snatched when going through
the colonial universities. But unhappily we shall
see that very often the national middle class does
not follow this heroic, positive, fruitful, and just
path; rather, it disappears with its soul set at
peace into the shocking ways—shocking because
anti-national—of a traditional bourgeoisie, of
a bourgeoisie which is stupidly, contemptibly,
cynically bourgeois.

The objective of nationalist parties as from
a certain given period is, we have seen, strictly
national. They mobilize the people with slogans
of independence, and for the rest leave it to
future events. When such parties are questioned
on the economic program of the State that they
are clamoring for, or on the nature of the regime
which they propose to install, they are incapable
of replying, because, precisely, they are completely
ignorant of the economy of their own country.

The economy has always developed outside
the limits of their knowledge. They have nothing
more than an approximate, bookish acquaintance
with the actual and potential resources of their
country’s soil and mineral deposits; and therefore
they can only speak of these resources on a
general and abstract plane. After independence
this underdeveloped middle class, reduced in
numbers and without capital, which refuses
to follow the path of revolution, will fall into
deplorable stagnation. It is unable to give free
rein to its genius, which formerly it was wont to
lament, though rather too glibly, was held in check
by colonial domination. The precariousness of its
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resources and the paucity of its managerial class
forces it back for years into an artisanal economy.
From its point of view, which is inevitably a very
limited one, a national economy is an economy
based on what may be called local products. Long
speeches will be made about the artisan class.
Since the middle classes find it impossible to set up
factories that would be more profit-earning both
for themselves and for the country as a whole, they
will surround the artisan class with a chauvinistic
tenderness in keeping with the new awareness of
national dignity, and which moreover will bring
them in quite a lot of money. This cult of local
products and this incapability to seek out new
systems of management will be equally manifested
by the bogging down of the national middle class
in the methods of agricultural production which
were characteristic of the colonial period.

The national economy of the period of
independence is not set on a new footing. It is
still concerned with the ground-nut harvest, with
the cocoa crop, and the olive yield. In the same
way there is no change in the marketing of basic
products, and not a single industry is set up in the
country. We go on sending out raw materials; we
go on being Europe’s small farmers, who specialize
in unfinished products.

As regards internal affairs and in the sphere
of institutions, the national bourgeoisie will give
equal proof of its incapacity. In a certain number
of underdeveloped countries the parliamentary
game is faked from the beginning. Powerless
economically, unable to bring about the existence
of coherent social relations, and standing on
the principle of its domination as a class, the
bourgeoisie chooses the solution that seems
to it the easiest, that of the single party. It does
not yet have the quiet conscience and the calm
that economic power and the control of the state
machine alone can give. It does not create a State
that reassures the ordinary citizen, but rather one
that rouses his anxiety.
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The State, which by its strength and discretion
ought to inspire confidence and disarm and lull
everybody to sleep, on the contrary seeks to
impose itself in spectacular fashion. It makes a
display, it jostles people and bullies them, thus
intimating to the citizen that he is in continual
danger. The single party is the modern form of
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, unmasked,
unpainted, unscrupulous, and cynical.

It is true that such a dictatorship does not go
very far. It cannot halt the processes of its own
contradictions. Since the bourgeoisie has not the
economic means to ensure its domination and to
throw a few crumbs to the rest of the country; since,
moreover, it is preoccupied with filling its pockets
as rapidly as possible but also as prosaically as
possible, the country sinks all the more deeply into
stagnation. And in order to hide this stagnation and
to mask this regression, to reassure itself and to give
itself something to boast about, the bourgeoisie can
find nothing better to do than to erect grandiose
buildings in the capital and to lay out money on
what are called prestige expenses.

The national bourgeoisie turns its back more
and more on the interior and on the real facts of its
undeveloped country, and tends to look towards
the former mother country and the foreign
capitalists who count on its obliging compliance.
As it does not share its profits with the people, and
inno way allows them to enjoy any of the dues that
are paid to it by the big foreign companies, it will
discover the need for a popular leader to whom

will fall the dual role of stabilizing the regime and
of perpetuating the domination of the bourgeoisie.
The bourgeois dictatorship of underdeveloped
countries draws its strength from the existence
of a leader. We know that in the well-developed
countries the bourgeois dictatorship is the result
of the economic power of the bourgeoisie. In the
underdeveloped countries on the contrary the
leader stands for moral power, in whose shelter
the thin and poverty-stricken bourgeoisie of the
young nation decides to get rich. The people
who for years on end have seen this leader and
heard him speak, who from a distance in a kind
of dream have followed his contests with the
colonial power, spontaneously put their trust
in this patriot. Before independence, the leader
generally embodies the aspirations of the people
for independence, political liberty, and national
dignity. But as soon as independence is declared,
far from embodying in concrete form the needs
of the people in what touches bread, land, and
the restoration of the country to the sacred hands
of the people, the leader will reveal his inner
purpose: to become the general president of that
company of profiteers impatient for their returns
which constitutes the national bourgeoisie.
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| Whose argument seems the most |
‘ convincing, Fanons or the previous |

L argument ol Kwame Nkrumah? w
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D. ZIZWE POE

Daryl Zizwe Poe is a professor of African-American
studies at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. His
work focuses on Nkrumah’s legacy, particularly

e’

his contribution to the development of a regional

strategy for combating the aftermath of colonialism

in Africa.
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